A Close Race Drives “Candidates Gone Wild” to Expand the Field

Candidates Gone Wild, Portland's staple election-year showcase of local candidates, is inviting 10 City Hall contenders to its April 28 edition at the Roseland.

They are mayoral candidates Sam Adams and Sho Dozono; plus City Council candidates Nick Fish and Jim Middaugh in the race for Seat #2; and council candidates Jeff Bisonnette, John Branam, Mike Fahey, Amanda Fritz, Charles Lewis and Chris Smith in Seat #1.

That adds up to more than the seven candidates the CGW committee had originally planned to determine with an online "let the people decide" poll. Here's how the committee got to this point.

We hoped an online poll would be a fair way of winnowing a total field in the three races of 24 candidates. The idea: to avoid a cattle-call event in which candidates don't get enough time to distinguish themselves while trying to be as inclusive as possible.

The online poll asked voters to select a total of 7 candidates, from the three races: Mayor and the two City Commissioner positions being vacated by Sam Adams and Erik Sten. Thousands of people logged their preferences in the several weeks that the poll was open.

But when the poll closed on Thursday, April 10, the CGW team saw strong community support for all six candidates in the race for City Commissioner position #1 (For results, go to candidatesgonewild.com.) That, plus some confusion on our part as to when the polls closed, led us to invite all six candidates.

In the other two races, differences between the winning candidates and other contenders were more significant. 2159 votes separated second-place mayoral candidate Sho Dozono from the next vote-getter. In the other City Commissioner race, the margin was more than 1600 votes.

“An online poll isn’t scientific,” said Caitlin Baggott, a member of the Candidates Gone Wild planning team. “It seemed within the margin of error that the seat #1 race was essentially a tie—especially considering the results for the other two races.”

Focused on providing an irreverent look at politics and getting young people to vote, Candidates Gone Wild is an unusual part of the Portland electoral tradition. Since first opening in 2002 as “Jabbin’ at the Aladdin,” the event has drawn thousands of young people to each show. Past events have included a candidate talent show in which City Commissioner Dan Saltzman programmed a VCR and high stakes “board room” interrogation, including asking candidates how many jobs they would cut from City government to fulfill campaign budget promise—and whose jobs. Additionally, the event showcases local independent filmmakers and musicians.

Tickets for Candidates Gone Wild are available now for $4 apiece from both event hosts, the Willamette Week and the Bus Project.

Contacts: Mark Zusman 503-243-2122, Jake Oken-Berg 503-887-4283
