PORTLAND PARKS & RECREATION

Healthy Parks, Healthy Portland

April 14, 2010

To all Portland Parks & Recreation Employees,

We are writing to report on our decision regarding moving forward with a bond measure
for Parks. Unfortunately, we've determined that now is not the right time to refer a Parks
Bond Measure to the voters on the November 2010 ballot.

We have worked hard to test the feasibility of putting this bond measure on the ballot in
November. Over the past three months, we spoke to 90 community groups,
neighborhood associations, and businesses to share information about Portland Parks &
Recreation's multi-million dollar major maintenance backlog. We were pleased to hear
just how many people support Portland's park system. However, the economic climate
makes it too difficult to successfully move forward with a bond measure at this time.

Outreach to Portlanders confirmed that they value Portland's park system and understand
that important safety updates are needed - especially for older buildings such as those at
Mt. Tabor Yard. They want to ensure that parks remain solid, affordable anchors for
neighborhoods and they want natural areas preserved. They also understand that some
areas of Portland are still waiting for their first park, trail, or community center.

This has never been about "if," but "when" we ask voters for the necessary funding to
care for the park system. With strong support from the community, we will look for the
right time to ask for their vote.

Thank you for your commitment to Portland's park system.

Sincerely,
Comm. Nick Fish Zari Santner, Director
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Sustaining a healthy park and recreation system to make Portland a great place to live, work and play.







